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monies may be traced to an age of dark-
ness and idolatry. It is unnecessary to
exaggerate the effects of civilization in re-
fining the festivals of modern times; yet I
believe that through the veil of distance,
we may readily trace a shadowy origin to
ceremonies, whose character of idolatrous
mysticism has long been exchanged for the
mirthful and innocent gaieties of a free
and happy people. The merry frolics of
our rustics, in the sweet season of May,
their superstitions on Hallow-e'en, and
their quips and cranks on All-fool's day,
may find their prototypes in a ruder age,
and be traced so far back even, as to the
mystical ceremonies of the isle of Anglesey,
where, according to our earliest historian,
the Druids celebrated their mysterious rites
on the altars of their sacred groves, delug-
ing them with the blood of human sacri-
fice.*

Since our conquest of Poonah, and the
successful termination of the Mahratta war,
* See Life of Agricola, by Tacitus.